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Court Compelled to Rap for
Order at Trial of Mrs.
Schenk,

PROSECUTION SCORES

Effort of Defense to  Impeach
Testimony of Nurse Ruled
Out.

Wheeling, W. Va., January 20.—The
defense |n the trial of Mrs. Laura
Farnsworih Schenk to-day Introduced
testimony to show that her husband

John €. Schenk, whom she Is charged
with polsoning, had besn (11 for a long
thme before the State alleges the wo-
man administered polson to bim. To
support this Inwyers. lor
Mrs. Schenk put on the stand Charles
Hughes, a rallroad mpn, and Dy, A, B
Best, the Schenk femily phyalein

cluim, the

The afternoon’ sesslon of Lthe case
was enllvenad by several tilts between
the attorneys, The defense sought to

Pput on the stand Dr, Robary 15 Sleppy,
of Plitshurg, to Impeach the testimony
of  Miss Eleanor Zoeckler, or "“Mrs,
Kieln,” the detective nurse, who tes-
tified’ for the Stute thit she had becn
affered £1,000 by Mrs. Schenk to od-
minlster o pulgon plil to her husbhand,
Evldence Tuled Out.

Attorney Boyew snld that he wished to
show by this witness thoat the dotee-
tive nurse was addicted to the use ol
morphine. The State objected, and wis
sustalned, the court holding that this
15 not proper contradictory evidence,

When the detense failed in this at-
tempt, it put on the stand Charles L
Hughes, a4 rallroad man, who testied
that long before Mr., Schenk's trip to
FHurope he had (old the witness that he
was suffering [rom nausena, vomiting
and abdominal palns, the same symp-
toms the physiciuns for the Siate had
testlfied that Schenk had heen suffer-
ing from when they attributed the
cause am dus te polsoning,

Dir. Hest testifted that he had treated
Sehenk In September, 1900, and also
had atiended him on other occasions.
The doctor, answerlng the hypothetical
quastion for the State, was of the opin-
fon regarding the symptomt described

that they were those of Iead and arsa-
nie poisoning.
During the wihoels morning and part

of the afternoan, Ihe 1. 1 Oshorn, the
frst witness for the defopse, was under
the fire of gross-examinntlon. The tes-
timonv was ¢ fdv in reference to the
wiltpses® gapevicnes in lead and praenle
pofsoning. and this prasecuiop suceeed-
ed in bringing out that from the symps
toms ns (oll by the physicians who at-
tendod Mr.e Schenk in the early pori
of his last 1llness, I and arsenic
polsoning was Indl 5
Sensntlonnl Scenen,

Senentloni] deones Between the attor-
neys marked the first night sesslon of
the teinl.  Phe defenes Introduced wit-
NOBAES (0 tmipeash the trath and verae-
i1y Iy o WL Myers, who testifgd
ar tha State that Mra Sehenk hiad -
3 augny of lead from him, and who
wteed thut he  refused o sell
Fowler's solution of arsenic when sha
npplied 1o Wim for the pplson. The
wta's attorney protested againse a
numbar of questions @ thelr form, annd
this bhrought on MHayely tllis betweon
the attorneys ot zevernl oconsions,
wWas neeeasary for the eoure it
with his govel nunerous
down the Inwyers aml the crowds In the
CONrtrecn,

Tt has been declded by the defonse
that it will not plzco My /Schenk on
the atand. Thae court hus ugked for the
{nstructions from the lawyers for to-
marrow, hut L Ia likely that they will
not he rendy, Tha lawyers for Mra.
Sehenk sny they may be able to con-
clude thelr slde of the ease by Satur.
day.

27 Five Persons B o Dentd

= Foro e 1 |
mopk wore hurned to death here to-
i!g!.li in' m house on IMana Hoad.
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CHARLES SAELZE
HAKES HIMSE

Rich aund

L}
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Aged Citizen of IHen-
rico. Commits Suicide Because
af Despondency.

FASTENS CORD TO HIS BED

Killed by Strangulation While
Members of Household Were

Out of the Roont,

Despondont as a result of manths of
sufferlng, Charles Saelzer, a Weulthy
buslpess man and real estate owner,
soveniv-five years old, committed sul-

clida ur hls resldence on Hrook Itoad
vestorday morning betweoen o nd, 19
o'cloek.  When found by mombers of

his household he was suspendad from

the post of the old-fashioned bed by o

stout pleve of window cord, and was
quite dend, though his haily was not
then cold. Deuth was e to strongu-
Intion.

Only o short while bicfore his body
Wits discoye I geverul mombers of the
household were In his room, and the

¥
most plausible theary s that while they
went downstulrs to entertnin some
compriny, he got out of hed, wont down
to the hack porch, where he EoL Lhe
curd, and returned to his room. He
was In a wvery feeble conditlon, so It
took but & short whille ror the rope to
do s work. 'Theré was n large blun
marlk around hisx neclt, where the ropa
cut, but the hona was not Mslocnted,
PFlnin Cnne of Suicide.

In the nhsence of Assistant Coroner
J. Fulmar Bright. who was ealled ta
the Gayton Conl Mines, the body was
viewed by Magistrate T, J. Puryear ang
Dv. Jacob A, Keck, the family physiclan,

both of whom pronounced It a plain
erse of suleldo. Mo bedy was encrled
to an undertaking establishment, 1o be
Inter viewed by Dr, Bright.

Mre. Suelzer had bheen {11 and practi-
cally confined 1o his bed for several
montha, He had generally hoen cheer-

ful and hopeful, thoush there was Httla
or no chance for his recovery, Thase
who wore with him yestorday morning
saw no Indicatlon of despondency and
no symptoms of his baing worse. Ona
of his grandchildren, wha Mved in the
ouse, was the first to discover him, and
gave the alarm. He was Immaodintely
cut dewn, but Ufa apparently had hoen
extinet for some minites.
Long Iu usiness Here,

Mr. Baelzer was born ‘n Murburg,
Germany, ahonut seventy-filve yvenrs ngo,
and came to this country at the age
of nineteon:  He moved mimedintely to
this city, whora he engaged Ino the
butcher's husiness, He w VEry sue-
cessful from the start .and for mors
than twenty yenrs was one of tho imost
prominent men In his business in the
clty, hls store belng located at the
corner of Hoventh and Broad Streets,
Some yoars agoe he sold out his prop-
erty thera for n large sum and retired
1o his home in the county. IHis wife
and ehilldren are all dejd, but there are
several grandehildron The value ot
hisg estate I8 estindited at Lbetwoen
£150,000 and $200,000,

Investlgation of  the premises by
Muzlatrite Puryear and members of the
family showed that n cord whiech was
Intely on the back porch was gone, and
thiv are positive that It was the sime

Mr, Suwelzer user to end his Jife.  Dr,
Bright viewed tho body Iast ilght and
pronouneed it n ease of EFalolor

DESPERADO LYNCHED

Hillee”, snd Is Hanged to
Nenrest Limb,
Opelousas, La., Janunry
Poulard, & negro desporado,
terday shet © hief Dieputy She

e Wounds

20, -=-0val
who ves-
i Edear

af  Evangoline  poarish wis

at Ville Platie ¥ to=day,

1WErG was talién ol the Hitle

jatl of the pari st ol Kvins

wnd  hanged 1o nearby Hmbh,

OMleer Letlpie, wiha w Aot while at-

tompting. fo arrest o neglro on n
4 In

chiarga of dischurging (ir 1
town, rocelved tmi‘y 4 iflesh wound,
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FIVE K

LED N
MINE DISASTER
NEAR RICHMOND

Laborers Meet Death
in Unexplained Ex-
plosion at Car-
bon Hill.

EIGHT OTHERS
ARE INJURED;
ONE MISSING

Miners Had Been Warned By
Foreman Not to Go Into Sec-
tion Where Accident Occurred.
Heartrending Scenes as Fam-
ilies Gather at Mouth of Shaft.
Historic Mine Has Recently
Been Enlarged and Equipped
With Modern Material—Cor-

oner's Jury Will Investigate
To-Day.

Victims of Explosion

The dend:
Fraunk Berger, thirty-thiee yonrs
ol lenven wife and three children.
Louls Crwinslf, fty ryears oldg
murcledy fomlly, except son, lcllled
with bilm, liviug [n Europe.
Stnnley Cywinakl, non of the for-
mer, twenty yenry old; siugle,
Lewls  Sarcowiteh, thirty
old; wingzle.
Jdoe Lowlesr,
widower,
Unneeoanted for:
ltllnn‘lnrnullnrll. tlrty-clgbt yenrn

yeara
forty-clght yenrns oldy

ol

The Injured:

Joweph Verdenn, Jdnmen Robloson,
Thomns  Lee, Jefforson Deter and
Arthur  Boter, nnd three others
whone numes are unkuown,

The two  Cywinnkis, fother And
Ann, were Ikilled slde by ahle, and

were found within a few feet of
ench other,

Five men dead, one unaceountad for
and elght sevlpusly, some uf them, per-
haps, fatally, injured, ure the results
of an explosion which Occurred at 7T
o'clock  yesterday morning In Carban
Hill sharft of the Old Dominion Devel- -
opment Company's coal mines, neat
Gayton, Henrico county. The cause of
the acclient Is not datinltely settled
and will not be nccurately determineo
untll the coroner's Inquest at 11 o'cloci
this morning,

The exploslon oceurred at the bot.
tom of an incline running 1,600 feal
Into the earth. The men had just gone
to work, when a number of them, all
more or less lnjured, ftaggered to the
mouth of the shaft ugd guve warnlipg
of the dovastation and death behing
then. Poreman  Louls  Wilsen, who
half an hour before had lald ofr the
worl far the miners, Immediately
formed a rescue Eang, and the Injured
woere taken out in the coal cars run-
ning to the surface. All were gotten
out without difficulty,

Coroner In Summoned,

The dead were left until the arrival
of Deputy Coroner J. Fulmer Bright,
who was notified socon after tha acel-
dent. Dy, Hugh Tuylor was asked to
B0 to the ald of Dr. T. D. Dunn, the
compuny's phyaictan, and he helped to
attend tho malmed and injured.

‘Two of the miners were so badly hurt
that they were hraought by Dr. Dunn
last wight to  the Virginia Iosplial,
where they wero operatad upon. RBoth
were sulfering saveroe sealp wounds and
body burns, but |t s belleved they wiil

Tegovar, Dir. Dunn  returned to the
mines In o taxieab last night.
The physiclans were followed by

Commonwezlih's Attorney  Gunn, ol
Ienrleo county, aml Lewls C. Willinms,
atiorney for the coal compuny., A pre-
Hminary Investigatlon was conducted,
biit the full detalls as to the couse of
the death-dealing aceldent cannot he
known until after tha Inquest, for
which jurors were summoned yesterdny
by Oficer Garnett, They arve wua fol-
lows: R G. Ellis, Wilbur Plerce, Lynn
Conway, [. A, Snead, 1. W. Henlsy and
F. J. Browning.
Tosasible Cnuses,

Two theories as to the causs of the
explosion are advanced. One {s that
the miners entersd a “pocket” of gas
with "naked" head lamps, the fNames
feom which fgnlted the gos at the mo-
nient of contiaet,  Tho second theory is

thit the ernl explosion was due Lo
the promaturs Ignitlion of a stick ot
grode dynanite, the sort usunlly
used dn mines
The mett must have been killed In-
stantly, There were no signs of o
struggle Al were found within n
few feet of each other, showing that
they wers ‘ozether when thé aceldent
happenad, and Stanley Cywinski,

father und son, were Iying =lde by side.

Tho boedles were badly disfigured and
senrred, bt e © recognizable. One
of the mule tor drawing loadpd
Cars WS als

The tidh © Infured owa
their ] thoey wera
Hut v tha full

¢ all gzotten into
the gas “pocket” the tell of life would

have hoep ny tinies grenter)
fes in Distress.
Instressing Jeenes were  onacted
abhout the mouth’ of the shaft: when

news of the aecldont went
camyp.  Mothers, wives angd
the dead and Injured foek
shuft, weeping  and  wiinging | thelpe
hands. But there was no disorder, ng
hysterienl ‘outburat, and the waork of
resouing the infured went quietly on,
under the supervision of Foreman Wils
aon.
As the wounded men were brought ta
the e they were carriad into th

through the
childeen of
'd aboutl the

homes or Into the  campany's office,
which ls only a hundred or o vards
Wiy from the apeni af the. mine.
Onp wife helped ear hise husband
nome.  Otheors becdimg quleter ns thelpy L8
loved ones wos hrousht up from. tha

bowals of the carth, bt thers woasg ns
conaolation for those whose hushands




